
January 3, 1974 

Dr. F . H . C .  Crick 
&ARC Laboratory of Molecular Biology 
Uaiverrity Postgraduate Medical School 
Hflle Road, Cambridge, CB2 2QH 
Engt8nd 

Dear Franc is, 

Pleare excuse the delay in rsrpnding to your last and 
very interesting fetter. I cwfd even same your excitement about 
how the chromatin atructurs problem ir going. It would Beem 
to be important at acme time to obtain diffraction data with iro- 
latsd SV40 lkhromatfnll (how much nuteriaX does one need to do 
that kind of alr;rlprir? ) to be rum that this material df8pby6 the 
earnu reflectiaae and rpocfags aa occur with linear DNA@. I'm 
especially intrigued by the suggeetion that the DNA might exist 
ae a folded double circle and as you point out the poos3bitit;y tbat 
the hoxlarhos otmeturer (natural or ddibsratdy ganarated) c d d  
b8 to QqbX'W that -de 

I wae vitS disturbed to hear t b t  3aek Griffith tnrnsd 
doarn your invitotton to d d t  o W R C  and to dlrcure the ehramrtfa 
work. Shocked aad angry woulcl be c1orcr to m y  feeling8 inar- 
much ae he epociilcally aeked m e  to write to yort for much an 
imitation. I wrote him a mort strongly worded letter urging him 
to go to Cambridge but I d d t  kaaw if it ever reached him. If 
he thought England was '%eo cold'' for a vhit ,  he b e  yet to get 
m y  ructio-n! 

M y  tecWcian bad planned to check oat the procedure for 
preparing SV4Q chromatia during the Christmas holiday masea 
brtt thst had to bs Bcratcbd when rhe war elffsd back to Berlia by 
her mOahblr'r ternntPaX h r r .  So, there'e no aew information 
that I COP send; hopefuUy w&h Mar- and Jack returlliPg that 
work e m  get underway once again. 

I hupe the Eaglirh energy aurtsri ty hrr not heaprcitatcd 
the lab a i  much 118 it sedlns to b v e  dimmed other things. Our 
prser accounts of W e  in Englantf rlerem grlm.net @at the present 
pOwsr rhor%agsa but the problem8 for the bnget haul. I do kpe 
things take a tura for the better tn the New Year, 

S-ey and Roger, 
M y  ragrrdr and be6t tabher for a Good New Year tu Odffc, 

Sincerely yours, 


